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Enhancing your writing with research
This paper provides answers to questions pertaining to the chapter "Enhancing Your Writing with Research" in the module.
Practice 1
1. The sites that would contain useful information are: option B, "Problems Gambling.ca," and option D, "Expansion of gambling in Canada."
The selected websites are valuable sources of information; for website B, the author demonstrates expertise in the topic of gambling addiction and presents a balanced view, whereas for website D, the website is a reputable peer-reviewed journal site, and the author presents well-supported ideas with solid evidence and examples, while citing reliable sources.
2. The sites that are not useful are: option A, "Gambling research and addiction center to open," option C, "Online gambling: a bigger risk than you think," and option E, "Online gambling: Wikipedia."
The selected websites are not useful for research purposes; for website A, the author, a journalist, lacks expertise on the topic and provides only their opinion, while for website C, the author presents a biased, one-sided argument, and the site's content may be influenced by advertising. Finally, for option E, Wikipedia can be unsuitable for research as the authors of its articles may lack expertise in the subject matter.
Practice 2
1. Hits from Google on online gambling were 47,200,000.
2. Hits from Google on "online gambling" (with quotation marks) were 47,600,000.
3. Comparing two websites
The reliable website or source used is Romm’s (2022) peer-reviewed journal article on climate change, which is a reliable source of information that provides balanced views on climate. The article is highly regarded and contains up-to-date information on the subject matter. The author supports their argument with solid facts and examples, making it an informative and valuable resource for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of climate change.
The unreliable website I chose to compare with the journal article is a blog by Kaye (2021) on climate change. Kaye's (2021) blog on climate change is an unreliable source of information due to various reasons. Firstly, the website contains advertising that could potentially influence the content. Secondly, the author lacks expertise on the subject matter. Finally, the website is not highly regarded and is considered an unreliable source of information on climate change. Therefore, it is recommended to verify any information obtained from this website with other reliable sources.
Practice 3
1. No, the writer does not express an opinion in the paraphrase or summary.
2. The three pieces of information about the source in the paraphrase and summary are:
· In the summer, people tend to upset their natural bodily rhythms by varying their sleep and diet routines.
· Researchers support this claim by citing individuals’ increased social events, often with inconsistent sleep and irregular indulgences, as a potential cause.
· Weight gain can occur during the summer months as people's body clocks are impacted by various extracurricular activities.
3. The main difference between a paraphrase and a summary is that a paraphrase restates the original text in different words and sentence structure while retaining the same meaning, while a summary is a condensed version of the original text that highlights the most important points.
Practice 4
1. No, the summary is not plagiarized because it is written in the student's own words and does not use any direct quotes or passages from the original text.
2. No, the summary is not plagiarism because it accurately reflects the content of the original selection written by Bill Bryson in A Short History of Nearly Everything.
3. Yes, the summary in question 3 can be considered plagiarism. The author intentionally presented Bill Bryson's ideas as their own without proper credit.
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