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Baudrillard's Mapping
Jean-François Baudrillard explains his theory of simulacra and simulation, in which he contends that modern society, has adopted simulations in place of reality and that these simulations have merged with reality to the point of being unidentifiable from it. Simulation, according to Baudrillard, is the process of creating models of the real world without using any references to the real world. Simulacra, on the contrary, are the replicas or imitations of actual reality that have taken its place and rendered it obsolete.
The "map," according to Baudrillard, is a metaphor for how simulations have surpassed actuality as a source of reality. The map has evolved into its own reality and is no longer merely a depiction of the outside world. According to Baudrillard, the territory that the map depicts has been replaced, and people now solely rely on the map for information about the territory.
However, Baudrillard also argues that the "murderous capacity of images" is the ability of images to conceal the real world and create an illusion that replaces reality. Images are so widespread in modern life that they have surpassed the physical world in realness. Images have the ability to both generate and change reality, and they may also be utilized to skew perceptions of the real world.
A prime illustration of this is a map. Although they are simulations of reality, they are nevertheless human-made and subject to manipulation. Maps are made with a purpose in mind; they are not unbiased, objective representations of reality. Maps can be used to "murder" the reality they reflect by presenting a version of reality that serves the purposes of those who make them.
In conclusion, Baudrillard's theory challenges our understanding of reality and the role of images. Simulations and simulacra have become more real than reality, resulting in a society that prioritizes the image of reality. The map is a prime example of this. Baudrillard's theory prompts us to question our perception of reality and the impact of simulations on our worldview.
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